










Quotas connected to individual vessels  
Other important elements in this regard are quotas linked to individual vessels. There 
are three types of quotas which are integral to the Norwegian regulatory system. The 
Norwegian national quotas are allocated to different groups of vessels; these quotas are 
then allocated to each vessel, either by individual vessel quotas (IQVs) or by maximum 
quotas. With IVQs, the group quota is shared amongst the participating vessels with 
a fixed and “guaranteed” portion. Using the system of maximum quota an upper limit 
is set to the annual catch. As the sum of the allocated maximum quotas is higher than 
the group quota, the participating vessels of the group have no “guarantee” that they 
will be allowed to fish the quota before the total group quota is taken, and the fishery is 
stopped. 

Vessel quotas and maximum quotas give a fixed maximum quantity of a certain species, 
and this quantity must not be exceeded by any vessel participating in the fishery for 
that species. 

Control and enforcement
The fisheries regulations are enforced both at sea, when the fish is landed and when it 
is exported. At sea, the Coast Guard is responsible for inspecting fishing vessels and 
checking their catch against their log books. Both Norwegian and foreign fishing 
vessels are subject to stringent controls in all Norwegian waters. Vessels over 24 
metres are required to carry satellite transponders that make it possible to track their 
activity 24 hours a day all year round. The activities of the Coast Guard are generally 
considered vital for the functioning of the management regime as a whole.

The Directorate of Fisheries also inspects activities on the fishing grounds. When 
catches are landed, the landing data are checked against the fishing rights of the vessel. 
This task is performed by the fish sales organisations and the Directorate of Fisheries. 
The Directorate also performs physical inspections of landings.

Conclusions
The combination of effort limitation and the regulation of catches has proven to be 
effective in preventing overfishing of quotas. However, success is also due to the 
existence of prudent technical regulations in combination with a discard ban, as well as 
certain area regulations. The main object is to promote an exploitation pattern where 
recruits and undersized fish are spared, and where unwanted by-catch can be 
minimized. All in all, this seems to secure a fishery conducted in accordance with a 
reasonable exploitation pattern.
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