
Statement by Mr. Yoshiyuki KAMEI, Minister for Agricuiture, Forestry and Fisheries of

Japan in his joint press conference with Mr. Lars Sponheim, Minister for Agriculture of
Norway, followingtheir bilateral N4inisterialmeetingin Ulvik, Norwayon 30April 2004

1. I bada meetingwith Mr. Lars Sponheim,Minister for Agriculture ofNorway, in Ulvik, Norway, to

discusstheWTO negotiationsofagriculture,in particuJarthe future activitiesofGl0 with a view to

inakingthenegotiationprocessmoveforward.

2. We recognizethat we are entering into acritical phaseof the negotiationstowardsaframework

agreementby Ille endofJuly.

G10 is a groupthat consistsof major food importing countries. G10 Membershavebeenactively

engagedin substantialreform of agriculturalpolicies despitevery difticult conditionswhich their

respectiveagriculture face. GlO has also significantly contributed to the expansionof world

agriculturaltrade,ineluding exportsfrom developingcountries,throughtheir successiveefforts to

improvemarketaccess.

This is why anyframeworkagreementmustduly reflectthe interestsandconcernsoffood importing

countries,not only thoseof exportingcountries.

It goeswithoutsayingthatG10 Membersarefully committedto the DohaMandate. In orderto make

progressin Ihe negotiationsandachievearealistieoutcomeunderthe saidMandate,it is quite fair and

naturalthat all Membersshowsuffiejentflexibility to otherMembers’sensitivities.

3. We takeIhe coneeptof the “co-existenceof varioustypesof agriculture” as the basic ideafor the

current negotiations. We place particular importanceon Non Trade Concemsin agricultural

negotiations,sueli as food sceurityandnationallandconservation.

Throughour discussion,I renewedmy determinationto work togetherwith G10 Memberstowards

establishing well-balaneedagricultural trade rules with sufficient flexibility, which promote

continuousreformof agriculturalpolicies.

4. Today,I discussedwith MinisterSponheimaboutour strategiesfor the agriculturalnegotiationsand

we confirmedIhe needto strengthenIhe cooperationandtiesamongG10 Members,andto continueto

engagein activeconsultationswith otherMembersandgroupsineludingdevelopingMembers,with a

view to makingfurthereffortsto reacha frameworkagreement.

5. i amgoingto meetwith Mr. JosephDeiss,the PresidentandMinister for Economicsof Switzerland,

on 4 N4ayto furtherstrengthentheunity of G10 asweII asourcontributionto thenegotiations.

~Note)Ulu is a groupat majortoo~ ImportingMembers, consisting01’ Japan,Norway, Switzerland,Korea, ChineseTalpei,
Bnlgaria,Jeeland,Israel,LiechtensteinandMauritius


