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Peace eepmg takes
time and patience

Why northern countries like Norway and Canada pitch in

ver the past decades, the
number of wars hetween
states has declined con-

siderably. The great

majority of present conilicts are
found within states.
 Globalization hias not only

"'Brought the nations of the world
closer, it has made them more vul-
nerable to the spread of instability
and insecurity.

Even countries like Canada and
Morway — situated in the far north
— have an interest in promoting
‘peace in other parts of the world,

Canada and Norway share a
strong commitment to democracy,

freedom and human rights, and we
are jointly setting the agenda in
international and regional nri:an
zations, Canada and Norway have
co-operated closely on snhrmg

roblems caused by landmines, on
Emiting the spread of small arms,
and on establishing international
institutions for eriminal justice,

Our two countries share the
belief that human security should
be at the top of the foreign policy
agenda. Rather than focusing on
the security of territory, states or
governments, it puts the security
of human beings at the centre.
This is a much-needed approach
toy
present-day conflicts.

Human rights, democracy and
development can only be secured
in an environment of peace.
Therefore Norway, like Canada, is
engaged in a range of efforts
around the world, in close co-
operation with our friends and

allies, What we need todo is to
prevent conflict, resolve conflict,
and rebuild societies that have
been torn apart by conflict.

Since the early 1990s Norway
has been involved in peace and
reconciliation processes in differ-
ent parts of the world. Cur
involvement takes various forms:
As official facilitator of negotia-
tions in Sri Lanka and the Philip-
pines; providing a backchannel for
secret negotiations — the so-
called “Oslo process” — in the

lan
Petersen

Middle East, or as actor in an
international coalition such as in
Ethiopia/Eritrea, Somalia, Colom-
bia, Guatemala and Sudan.

In Sri Lanka, Norway has been
facilitating the peace process
between the government of Sri
Lanka and the Tamil Tigers for the
past five years. Maintaining the
2002 ceasefire is an important step
towards the goal of ending the civ-
il war. An independent monitoring
mission has been set up to observe
the ceasefire, a mission that is
headed by Norway and includes
ohservers from the other Nordic
countries.

Today, direct negotiations
between the parties are suspend-
ed. The uncertain political and
security situation, and the parties’
need to develop confidence in one
another as negotiating partners,
have contributed to the delay in
resuming talks.

We are prepared to continue to
waork closely with the parties to
facilitate a return to the negotiat-
ing table, Peace facilitation is
always a laborious process that
requires patience. The contribu-
tion of international partners, like
the important work of the Canadi-
an government, plays a vital role in
reaching a political solution.

Norway's direct involvement in
the pedace process in Haiti started
in 1998, This took place in cooper-
ation with, among others Canada,
and developed into the promotion
of political dialogue in Haiti, and
between the Dominican Republic
and Haiti. Canada deserves credit
for its firm and extensive commit-
ment to Haiti.

Political training for national
opinion leaders and other political
and social actors, based on democ-
ratic values and practices, is essen-
tial for strengthening democracy
in Haiti. Recently Norway has
launched an initiative to promote
dialogue and consensus building
between political and civilian
actors in Haltl. We intend to con-
tinue our commitment to Haiti,
particularly with respect to recon-
ciliation among political and civil-
ian F.:TD'I.[]JS -

I am often asked, “How is it that
a country like Norway has come to
play a role in peace and reconcilia-
tion processes?” Norway's role as a
peace facilitator is a continuation
of longstanding support for the
UN mandate for peace and securi-
tv, and economic development.

In peace processes it is neces-
sary to be a patient facilitator and
remain engaged even at difficult
stages, It takes time for the parties
to build sustainable solutions.

Morway's active role is also
closely linked to co-operation with
non-governmental organizations.
In many cases, Norwegian NGOs
have been the point of entry into
peace and reconciliation process-
es. The extensive network that the
NGOs have built up abroad has
given access to arcas where offi-
cial Norway has had little or no
presence,

At the international level, Nor-
way cooperates closely with a
number of countries. Both Canada
and Norway put a wholehearted
effort into the labour of peace, We
are trying to make a difference.
Conflicts are contagious and con-
flicts affect us all, directly or indi-
rectly.

It is a moral imperative to con-
tribute to peace if one can. We
have the resources — when given
the opportunity to secure peace,
we must seize It.

Jan Petersen is Norway's minister of
[foreign affairs. He will be speaking af the
Canada-Norway Peace Prize Symposium
ar the Lin Centre at University of British
Cofumbia today,




