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Official Visit by HIS Excellency the Pr1me Mlnlster of. Jamalca,
Mr. Michael Manley. :

Speech at the official Government: Dnnner ‘at
Akershus Castle Jst November 1977

Deor Mr ManTey. -

Firstly, let me repeat my greeting of welcome to you.

and your delegation.

-

This is the first official visit we have from Jamaica.

When I now te]l you, Mrr-Man]ey.‘and your fellow éuests

that: I felt during our conversations .
that the foundation has been laid for future friendly
close relations, this is much more than a phrase in an

off1c1a1 speech,
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We are different in history, in geography and in the

natural conditions of climate and'resources which have

been given to us. - "Even 1f ‘Norway in an European context
h1stor1ca11y was among  the less pr1v11eged countr1es, we
realize- that togay?tﬂe pr1v11ege of very high 11V1ng

standards a favourable supp]y ofﬂ1mportant natural resources

~and stable democratic institutions. We realize -that the -

problems .which we are tackling in this oountry;?must be
considered .as ripp1es*on'the.surface%compared'to the
problems which Jamaica.and most:-of the other deve1op1ng

countries are fﬁCTﬂg.w




-and sympathize with your objectives of establishing
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stil1, I:féit ft very strongly yestérday. Mr. Manley,
thai q]thdugh our background is different, although our
prob]ehs are different, we are both trékng to develop
free democrat1c societies a]ong the same hlgh standards

both in Jama1ca and in Norway.

i

We share the common feature of beihgfsﬁa]] countries

living close to big neighbours. Yourare in your'country.

as we have traditiona]]y-been here, eager to establish

a national control over natural resources. We understand
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national control of the main elements in your economic-and

social development,
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I do also respect highly your objectives of ielimi-
nating the main differences between social and economic

classgS'in your country. Outsi&ers think thatANorway and .

other 'scandinavian countries are more egalitarian than

most other countries. Wether this statement is true or

not, 1 feel that you cannot develop a true democracy with'

even opportunities for everybody without ejiminating

“the great differences between economic and social classes. -

In spite of all the problems you have in your own |

country we appreciate very much that you also have

the energy to devote a good deal of
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your political ahd'diplomatic capacity to work for inter-
national matters. We have in internationa] foras met
w1th representatives of your. government in the work for 1'
gaining, freedom and human dignity in southern Africa.

We have been high]y 1mpressed by.the intense efforts-made;

by your government in the work for a new economic world .

order.. In the United Nations your country is now chairman

of the important group of 77. which comprises as a matter
of fact many more than 100 countries in the world, that
is all the developing countries. It calls for great
dipﬁbmatip ta]ents.and_strqng.pdliticai philosophy to
undertake such a chairmanship. We realize that among

the group of 77 you have differences and internal dis-.

agreements. But it is of majpr_importance for the

success of the'big task of the 77 to act externa]iy_as

a unit. We have been impressed by the ability of your- =

foreign minister and his staff in carrying out this taékfﬂ;T

When my work load permits, I like to take interest.r

"~ in some other matters than Government documents. I takel
a certain intereét in various types of-sports; | ‘

-1 have alongside with many'of my cpuntrymen. deeply
enjoyed the extraordinary achivements made by Jamaican
competitors, particulary 1n the running eVents

I am happy to- te]] my . fe]]ow guests that the ambassador
designate to Norway, Mr. Wint, was among the first groups;
of Jamaicans sprinters who visited Norway in the fifties, -

and introduced to us this top world class of sportmanship.
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Two days are too short ‘for such a V1S1t like yours,
Mr., Man]ey. We should have loved to show you more of the
country than the foggy rain areas around Oslo in November.
We should have 11ked to show- you more of hoy . peopIe work
and Tive in this country and to d1scuss more thorough1y w1th
you and your co1]eagues the many pr0b1ems we have in common
and to learn more of Qour problems and the ways you intend
to solve them, - Al]ethjg-may come at_one later day, -I hope.
I propoSe a teast to Michael Manley, Prime”Minister',
-of Jamaica, expfessing my best wishes for yourself, youré
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country and the success of youe‘development efforts.




