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1. Background to the EEA 

Efficiency Project and the 

adoption of new procedures



Background (1)

• Growing number of acts pending 

incorporation

• The EU side losing patience

• More discussion on substance and less on 

statistics

1. Background



Background (2)

• Changes to the procedures in 2012

– Assessment of the changes in July 2013:

• Resulted in short-term improvement in 2012

• Fell short of delivering in the longer run

1. Background



Facts and figures

571: Total number of EEA-relevant acts awaiting 

incorporation into the EEA Agreement on 

21 October 2013 (725 on 18 August 2014)

16.8 months: Average time needed over the last 

five years between publication of an EU act 

in the Official Journal (OJ) and its entry into 

force under the EEA Agreement

1. Background



EFTA Standing Committee Rules

Time for the EEA EFTA States to send draft 

Joint Committee Decisions (JCDs) to the EU 

side:

10 weeks when no adaptation is needed to 

incorporate EU act into EEA Agreement

15 weeks when adaptations are needed

1. Background



In practice

54 weeks are needed on average by the EEA 

EFTA States to send draft JCDs to the EU side

1. Background



Standard sheets 

Returned within six weeks
(data from September 2013)

By Iceland

only

By Liechten-

stein only

By Norway 

only

By all three

EEA EFTA 

States

29% 27% 18% 5%

1. Background



Draft Joint Committee Decisions 

with experts

Cleared within two weeks
(data from September 2013)

By Iceland

only

By Liechten-

stein only

By Norway 

only

By all three

EEA EFTA 

States

45% 42% 40% 17%

1. Background



Draft Joint Committee Decisions 

with subcommittees

Cleared within two weeks
(data from September 2013)

By Iceland

only

By Liechten-

stein only

By Norway 

only

By all three

EEA EFTA 

States

44% 93% 64% 33%

1. Background



The EEA Efficiency Project

• A project initiated in summer 2013

• Mapping solutions and bottlenecks

– Through statistics

– Through dialogue with EEA EFTA States

– Brainstorming

1. Background



Report

• Delivery of report on 28 January 2014

• The report is split into two parts:

– Part one concerns the new procedures

– Part two lists possible measures to support the 

implementation of the new procedures

1. Background



Measures foreseen in the report

• Improved communication and cooperation 

between experts

• Increased efficiency of EEA EFTA meetings

• Training by the Secretariat

• Launch of a searchable database (EEA-Lex)

• Country specific recommendations as well as 

global recommendations

1. Background



Results

The Standing Committee Decision adopted on 

8 May 2014 is:

– Suitable for use as guidelines for experts

– Available on the EFTA website, and

– As of this autumn, available as an EFTA bulletin

1. Background



2. New procedures – Main 

features



2.1. Assessment of EEA 

horizontal challenges in 

Commission proposals 

for EP/Council acts



Secretariat’s tasks (1)

• Secretariat will, as today:

– Send COM proposals to the Working Group / 

Expert Group (WG/EG)

– Provide a preliminary assessment of EEA 

horizontal issues

– Provide a brief summary of the proposal

2.1. Assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in Commission proposals



Secretariat’s tasks (2)

New:

• The Secretariat will, within one week, provide 

the experts with: 

– Secretariat’s assessment sheet of EEA horizontal 

challenges in COM proposals 

2.1. Assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in Commission proposals



EEA horizontal challenges

• When a provision in an act or proposal 

affects all EFTA States and:

– may have a structural impact on the EEA (e.g. 

affects other fields in the EEA or creates a 

precedent); and/or

– may create legal or logical issues if the act is 

incorporated as such

2.1. Assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in Commission proposals



Examples of EEA horizontal challenges:

EEA relevance

• Material and geographical scope of the 

Agreement

– References to act(s) not incorporated in the 

Agreement

– Provisions related to third countries and/or

– Provisions related to criminal sanctions

– Etc

2.1. Assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in Commission proposals



Examples of EEA horizontal challenges:

Two-pillar issues

• EFTA bodies that correspond those on the EU 

side:

– Provisions foreseeing fines imposed by an EU 

institution or body

– Other two-pillar issues not covered by Protocol 1 to 

the EEA Agreement

2.1. Assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in Commission proposals



EEA EFTA experts’ tasks

New:

• The EEA EFTA experts, within six weeks, are to 

provide the Secretariat with:

– The EEA EFTA experts’ assessment sheet of EEA 

horizontal challenges in COM proposals

EXPERTS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR IDENTIFYING 

THESE CHALLENGES

2.1. Assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in Commission proposals

!



Aim

• The feedback will be registered in the Secretariat’s case-

handling system, which:

• Enables the Secretariat and the EEA EFTA States to run 

reports

• Ensures better information sharing between experts

• Enables addressing EEA horizontal challenges at an early 

stage 

• Facilitates a dialogue with the EU side at an early stage

2. Assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in Commission proposals



2.2. Early start of the 

processing of EEA-relevant 

acts on the EFTA side



Background
• Feedback from the Member States:

– More time is needed for EEA EFTA experts to assess 

EU acts

– This contradicts the request from the European 

External Action Service (EEAS) for faster processing 

• The solution is to:

– Identify the acts as early as possible

– Start processing the acts before their publication in 

the OJ

2.2. Early start of the incorporation process



Main features

• The act is available and substance will not change

• Limited to Commission acts

• Not covering EP/Council acts 

– As today, not easily available at an early stage

• The act can only be identified if the Commission is 

diligent and uploads the act to one of the EU registers

2.2. Early start of the incorporation process



Identification

• The Secretariat will:

– On a daily basis, identify acts in the EU registers:

• Commission Register for delegated acts

and/or

• Comitology Register for implementing acts

– Identify in the OJ:

• Acts only published in the OJ

• Acts previously published in an EU register

2.2. Early start of the incorporation process



Comparison of documents

• The Secretariat will:

– Compare the version of an act published in an EU 

register with the version published in the OJ

– Highlight the differences

2.2. Early start of the incorporation process



Registrar

• The Secretariat has established a registrar 

post

• Shall ensure uniform and reliable registration

2.2. Early start of the incorporation process



2.3. New standard procedure



Standard procedure

• Covers all acts not falling under the fast-track 

procedure or the simplified procedure

• Simplified procedure:

– A special procedure set up for the WG on the Food Chain

– On a need-to-know basis

2.3. Standard procedure



Secretariat’s tasks

• Identification of the EU acts either in the EU 

registers or in the OJ

• Within one week, the Secretariat will:

– As today, send the link, the standard sheet

– Send its assessment of possible EEA horizontal 

challenges

2.3. Standard procedure



Main changes

NEW: 

• Can be initiated upon publication in the EU registers or 

the OJ

• The introduction of a 16-week deadline for experts to 

return the standard sheet

• Secretariat will remind the WG/EG about any standard 

sheet pending four weeks before the deadline expires

2.3. Standard procedure



2.4. New fast-track procedure



Main features

• The fast-track procedure applies to 

straightforward EU acts

• No response is expected from the EEA EFTA 

experts 

• Possibility for the EEA EFTA experts to 

oppose the fast-track procedure

2.4. Fast-track procedure



Acts falling under 

the fast-track procedure (1)

• Straightforward acts, i.e. acts that do not:

1. Raise any EEA horizontal challenges, 

2. Do not need any adaptations, and 

3. Do not call for any constitutional requirements

• Covers:

- Mainly Commission acts

- A few EP/Council acts

2.4. Fast-track procedure



Acts falling under 

the fast-track procedure (2)

• List of categories of acts subject to the fast-

track procedure (Decision of the 

Subcommittees of 19 June 2014)

• Secretariat’s discretion to initiate the fast-

track procedure when it considers the act 

suitable for this procedure

2.4. Fast-track procedure



The fast-track procedure (1)

Within one week of publication (in an EU 

register or the OJ), the Secretariat:

• Verifies that the act does not contain any 

horizontal challenges

• Sends a link to the act and a fast-track sheet

2.4. Fast-track procedure



The fast-track procedure (2)

• The EEA EFTA experts immediately start 

their assessment of the act

• NB: If the act was published in an EU 

register:

• There is no Celex number, no OJ reference 

• The act has a different layout to when it is 

published in the OJ

• EEA EFTA experts always have at least 

six weeks to finalise their assessment
2.4. Fast-track procedure



The fast-track procedure (3)

For acts that have previously been published in 

an EU register, the Secretariat sends upon 

publication of the act in the OJ:

• A link to the act published in the OJ

• An OJ information sheet with the full title of the act, its 

Celex number, its OJ reference, whether it is marked 

EEA relevant and the compliance date

• A report highlighting the differences between the version 

of the act published in the EU register and the version 

published in the OJ

2.4. Fast-track procedure



The fast-track procedure (4)

• No response is expected from EEA EFTA 

experts

• Instead, a JCD is drafted when the act is 

published in the OJ

• The draft JCD is sent within one week of 

publication of the act in the OJ to the 

relevant subcommittee, with the relevant 

WG/EG in copy 

2.4. Fast-track procedure



Opposition to the procedure
• Experts can oppose the fast-track procedure when the 

act:

– Entails EEA horizontal challenges, or

– Requires adaptations, or

– Has constitutional requirements 

If opposition, experts shall provide the Secretariat 

and the other experts with an explanation

The standard procedure applies (16-week deadline to 

return the standard sheet started when the fast-track 

sheet was sent to the relevant WG/EG – it will not 

restart following the opposition)

2.4. Fast-track procedure



3. Practical examples with 

the sheets for the new 

procedures



Possible combinations

1. Standard procedure

a. EP/Council acts published in the OJ

b. Commission acts

 Published in an EU register

 Published in the OJ only

2. Fast-track procedure

a. EP/Council acts published in the OJ

b. Commission acts

 Published in an EU register

 Published in the OJ only

3. Practical examples



3.1. Standard procedure



Standard procedure –
Forms for EP/Council acts

EP/Council acts published in the OJ

Form 1a

•Secretariat’s 
assessment of 
possible EEA 
horizontal 
challenges in a 
Commission 
proposal

Form 1b

•Assessment by 
the EEA EFTA 
experts of possible 
EEA horizontal 
challenges in a 
Commission 
proposal

Form 2a

•Secretariat’s 
assessment of 
possible EEA 
horizontal 
challenges in an 
EU act published 
in the OJ

Form 2b

•Standard sheet for 
the preparation of 
an EEA JCD – an 
EU act published 
in the OJ

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



Standard procedure –
Forms for Commission acts

Commission acts published in the OJ

Commission acts published in an EU register

Form 3a

• Secretariat’s 
assessment of 
possible EEA 
horizontal challenges 
in an EU act 
published in an EU 
register

Form 3b

• Standard sheet for 
the preparation of an 
EEA JCD – an EU 
act published in an 
EU register

Form 3c

• OJ information sheet 
sent after an EU act 
has been published 
in the OJ

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 

Form 2a

• Secretariat’s 
assessment of 
possible EEA 
horizontal challenges 
in an EU act  
published in the OJ

Form 2b

• Standard sheet for the 
preparation of an EEA 
JCD – an EU act 
published in the OJ



EP/Council acts
Assessment of Commission proposals by the 

Secretariat

Form 1a

Secretariat’s assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in a 

Commission proposal for an EP/Council act

– Within one week of publication of an EEA-relevant Commission 

proposal, the Secretariat sends the WG/EG its assessment of 

EEA horizontal challenges, which will be indicated on Form 1a

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



EP/Council acts
Assessment of Commission proposals by experts

Form 1b

Experts’ assessment of possible EEA horizontal challenges in a 

Commission proposal for an EP/Council act

– Form 1b is sent by the Secretariat together with Form 1a

– The WG/EG shall complete its own assessment and return the 

completed Form 1b to the Secretariat within six weeks

NB: WG/EG shall now also indicate the need for bilateral 

agreements or other arrangements 

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



EP/Council acts  / Commission acts in OJ
Assessment of adopted act by the Secretariat

Form 2a

Secretariat’s assessment of possible EEA horizontal challenges in 

an EU act published in the OJ

– Within one week of publication of an EP/Council act in the OJ, 

the Secretariat sends the WG/EG its assessment of EEA 

horizontal challenges, which will be indicated on Form 2a

NB: Form 2a is used for acts that are only published in the OJ (not 

published in an EU register)

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



EP/Council acts  / Commission acts in OJ
Assessment of adopted act by experts

Form 2b

Standard sheet for the preparation of an EEA JCD for an EU act 

published in the OJ

– Form 2b is sent by the Secretariat together with Form 2a

– The WG/EG shall complete the standard sheet and return the 

completed Form 2b to the Secretariat within 16 weeks

NB: Form 2b is used for acts that are only published in the OJ (not 

published in an EU register)

A JCD is drafted by the Secretariat when all three EEA EFTA States 

have returned Form 2b

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



Commission acts in EU registers
Assessment of adopted act by the Secretariat

Form 3a

Secretariat’s assessment of EEA horizontal challenges in an EU 

act published in an EU register

– Within one week of publication of a Commission act in an EU 

register, the Secretariat sends the WG/EG its assessment of 

EEA horizontal challenges, which will be indicated on Form 3a

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



Commission acts in EU registers
Assessment of adopted act by experts

Form 3b

Standard sheet for the preparation of an EEA JCD for an EU act 

published in an EU register

– Form 3b is sent by the Secretariat together with Form 3a

– The WG/EG shall complete the standard sheet and return the 

completed Form 3b to the Secretariat within 16 weeks

A JCD is drafted by the Secretariat when all three EEA EFTA States 

have returned Form 3b

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 



Commission acts in EU registers

OJ information sheet

Form 3c

OJ information sheet for the standard procedure

– Once an act that has previously been published in an EU 

register is published in the OJ, the Secretariat sends the WG/EG 

Form 3c, containing information such as the full title of the act 

with its number, OJ reference, EU compliance date and whether 

the act is marked EEA relevant

– Along with Form 3c, the Secretariat sends a document 

highlighting the differences between the version published in an 

EU register and the version published in the OJ

3.1. Practical examples – Standard procedure 





3.2. Fast-track procedure



Fast-track procedure

EP/Council acts (inland waterways + codification acts) 

and Commission acts published in the OJ

Commission acts published in an EU register

Form 4

• Form 4 is the fast-track sheet for 
EP/Council acts and Commission acts 
published in the OJ. It is only returned to 
the Secretariat if an EEA EFTA State 
opposes the fast-track procedure

Form 5a

• Form 5a is the fast-track sheet for 
Commission acts published in an 
EU register. It is only returned to 
the Secretariat if an EEA EFTA 
State opposes the fast-track 
procedure

Form 5b

• Form 5b is the OJ information 
sheet for Commission acts 

3.2. Practical examples – Fast-track procedure 



EP/Council acts / Commission acts in the OJ

Form 4

Fast-track sheet for EP/Council acts and Commission acts 

published in the OJ

– Form 4 contains information regarding an act published in the OJ 

and a suggestion for where to place it in the EEA Agreement

– If none of the EEA EFTA States oppose the fast-track procedure, 

a JCD is automatically drafted by the Secretariat and sent to the 

relevant subcommittee with the WG/EG in copy, six weeks after 

the fast-track sheet has been issued

3.1. Practical examples – Fast-track procedure 

NB: Form 4 is used for acts that are only published in the OJ (not 

published in an EU register)



3.2. Practical examples – Fast-track procedure 



Commission acts in an EU registers

Form 5a

Fast-track sheet for Commission acts published in an EU register

– Form 5a contains information regarding an act published in the 

OJ and a suggestion for where to place it in the EEA Agreement

– If none of the EEA EFTA States oppose the fast-track procedure, 

a JCD is automatically drafted by the Secretariat upon 

publication of the act in the OJ and sent to the relevant 

subcommittee with the WG/EG in copy, but not earlier than six 

weeks after the fast-track sheet has been issued

3.1. Practical examples – Fast-track procedure 



3.2. Practical examples – Fast-track procedure 



Commission acts in EU registers

OJ information sheet

Form 5b

OJ information sheet for the fast-track procedure

– Once an act that has previously been published in an EU 

register is published in the OJ, the Secretariat sends the WG/EG 

Form 5b, containing information such as Celex number, OJ 

reference, EU compliance date

– Along with Form 5b, the Secretariat sends a document 

highlighting the differences between the version published in an 

EU register and the version published in the OJ

3.1. Practical examples – Fast-track procedure 



3.2. Practical examples – Fast-track procedure 



Possible combinations of Forms

3.2. Practical examples – Fast-track procedure 

Standard procedure Fast-track procedure

E
P

/C
o

u
n

c
il

 a
c
ts

Pipeline: Form 1a 

Form 1b

Act published in the OJ: Form 2a

Form 2b

Pipeline: Form 1a 

Form 1b

Act published in the OJ: Form 4

In case of opposition 

to fast-track procedure: Form 2b

C
o

m
m

is
s
io

n
 a

c
ts

A) Act published in the OJ: Form 2a

Form 2b

A) Act published in the OJ: Form 4

In case of opposition 

to fast-track procedure: Form 2b

B) Act published in an EU 

register (early start): Form 3a

Form 3b

Form 3c

B) Act published in an EU 

register (early start): Form 5a

Form 5b

In case of opposition 

to fast-track procedure: Form 3b



4. EFTA Secretariat’s tools 

for finding information 

related to EEA-relevant 

acts



4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA 

reporting tool



Introduction

• How to access the reports

• What reports are available

• Brief description of some of the reports

• How to run the reports 

• How to customise the reports

• Other aspects of the reporting system

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Accessing the reports (1)

• Access to the reports is via the extranet, 

which is accessed via the EFTA website 

(www.efta.int)

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool

http://www.efta.int/


Accessing the reports (2)

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Accessing the reports (3)

• Once logged onto the extranet, the 

reporting tool is to be found in the 

“Reporting” folder (near the bottom of the 

list of folders)

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Accessing the reports (4)

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Accessing the reports (5)

• Clicking on the “Reporting” folder will take 

you directly to the reports that you are able 

to run

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



What reports are available?
You are able to run 18 reports:

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Brief description of the reports (1)

• A brief description of what information is shown 

appears at the top of each report  

e.g. 05 – Adopted acquis with expert responses = 

Overview of acts being scrutinised by experts in the 

EEA EFTA States. Replies from EEA EFTA experts 

are included in this report.

The period chosen for the report refers to the period 

during which the adopted acquis was created.

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Brief description of the reports (2)
• To know the status of acts (acquis) in standard sheets –

refer to Report 04 (for an overview) or Report 05 (to show 

replies from EEA EFTA experts):

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Brief description of the reports (3)

• To know the status of acts (acquis) in a JCD 

with experts – refer to Report 11 (for an 

overview) or Report 13 (to show replies from 

EEA EFTA experts)

• To know the status of acts (acquis) in a JCD 

with subcommittees – refer to Report 10 (for 

an overview) or Report 12 (to show replies from 

EEA EFTA States)

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Brief description of the reports (4)

• To know which acts (acquis) have been 

formerly submitted to the EU side, refer to 

Report 14 (Draft JCDs under consideration by 

EEAS and EFTA)

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



How to run reports (1)

• Click on the report you wish to run – the system 

will automatically generate it

• NB: As the default, all reports will show data for 

all subcommittees, protocols, annexes, 

chapters and working groups

• NB: As the default, the start date will be 1 

January 1900 and the end date will be the date 

you are running the report

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



How to run reports (2)

• To see the entire content, scroll down or click on 

the EXPORT button to see the full report (in 

PDF, Excel, etc):

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



How to customise reports (1)

• You are able to customise the parameters of 

the reports to your needs. You can change:

– Subcommittee

– Protocol

– Annex

– Chapter

– WG/EG

– Start date

– End date

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



How to customise reports (2) – TIPS

• NB: If you customise the parameters, remember to 

click on the “View Report” button (top right-hand 

corner of the report) in order to run your new report. 

You may have to click this button several times 

before the “loading” message appears

• NB: If you amend one of the parameters for a 

particular report (e.g. “Chapter”) and then you 

decide to run the same report again straight away 

but using a different parameter (e.g. “Annex”), you 

will have to tick “select all” on the “Chapter” box

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



How to customise reports (3) –

Subcommittee options
• If you do not wish to view the data 

for all four subcommittees, click on 

the down arrow to the right of the 

“Subcommittee” box and click on the 

tick next to (Select All). All the ticks 

will disappear

• Tick the box(es) of the 

subcommittee(s) you wish to choose

• NB: If you want all the data from a 

particular subcommittee, you do not 

have to amend any of the other 

options (protocol, annex, chapter, 

WG). The system will do this 

automatically. Don’t forget to click on 

the “View Report” button



How to customise reports (4) –

Protocol options
• If you do not wish to view the data from all of the protocols, click 

on the down arrow to the right of the “Protocol” box and click on 

the tick next to (Select All). All the ticks will disappear

• Tick the box(es) of the protocol(s) you wish to choose

• NB: If you want all the 

data from a particular 

protocol, you do not have 

to amend any of the other 

options (subcommittee, 

annex, chapter, WG). The 

system will do this 

automatically. Don’t forget 

to click on the “View 

Report” button



How to customise reports (5) –

Annex options
• If you do not wish to view the 

data from all of the annexes, click 

on the down arrow to the right of 

the “Annex” box and click on the 

tick next to (Select All). All the 

ticks will disappear

• Tick the box(es) of the annex(es) 

you wish to choose

• NB: If you want all the data from 

a particular annex, you do not 

have to amend any of the other 

options (subcommittee, protocol, 

chapter, WG). The system will do 

this automatically. Don’t forget to 

click on the “View Report” button



How to customise reports (6) –

Chapter options
• If you do not wish to view the data 

from all of the chapters, click on the 

down arrow to the right of the 

“Chapter” box and click on the tick 

next to (Select All). All the ticks will 

disappear

• Tick the box(es) of the chapter(s) 

you wish to choose

• NB: If you want all the data from a 

particular chapter, you do not have 

to amend any of the other options 

(subcommittee, protocol, annex, 

WG). The system will do this 

automatically. Don’t forget to click 

on the “View Report” button



How to customise reports (7) –

Working group options
• If you do not wish to view the data 

from all of the Working/Expert 

Groups, click on the down arrow to 

the right of the “WG” box and click on 

the tick next to (Select All). All the 

ticks will disappear

• Tick the box(es) of the WG/EG(s) 

you wish to choose. The expert 

groups are all preceded by “TBT”

• NB: If you want all the data from a 

particular WG/EG, you do not have 

to amend any of the other options 

(subcommittee, protocol, annex, 

chapter). The system will do this 

automatically. Don’t forget to click on 

the “View Report” button



How to customise reports (8) –
Start/end date options

• You are able to amend the start and end date by 

clicking on the CALENDAR button next to the 

“Startdate” and “Enddate” boxes



How to customise reports (9)

• If you want to save the report under your own 

title and/or document reference, you need to fill 

the information in the appropriate fields

• NB: click the “View Report” button to see your 

title and reference appear on the report

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



How to customise reports (10)

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Other aspects of the reporting 

system – Searching (1)
• Once you’ve run a report, you are able to find whether 

a particular act (acquis) appears on it. Type what you 

are looking for in the “find” field, then click on the “find” 

button
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Other aspects of the reporting 

system – Searching (2) 

• If the act appears in the report, it will be highlighted 

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



Other aspects of the reporting 

system – Searching (3) 

• If the act des not appear in the report, you will see 

a message saying “the search text was not found”

4.1. EFTA Secretariat’s EEA reporting tool



4.2. EEA-Lex - efta.int/eea-lex

Tracking incorporation of EU 

legislation into the EEA 

Agreement

http://efta.int/eea-lex


Status

EEA-Lex gives the status of:

• EU acts under consideration for future 

incorporation

• EU acts that have been incorporated into the 

EEA Agreement 

NB:

• EEA-Lex does NOT cover EU proposals marked 

as EEA relevant

4.2. EEA-Lex



EEA-Lex uses CELEX numbers

To use the tool, you must know the CELEX number of the 

act

Examples

Directive 2011/61/EU  CELEX 32011L0061

Regulation (EU) No 924/2009     CELEX 32009R0924

Decision 768/2008/EU  CELEX 32008D0768

Recommendation 2014/124/EU  CELEX 32014H0124

4.2. EEA-Lex



The CELEX number 

goes here –

then click on 

View Report

EU status

EEA status

4.2. EEA-Lex



EU status

• Full title in English

• Adoption date in the EU

• Compliance date in the EU

• Link to the act’s notice page in EUR-Lex that 

offers all language versions
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EEA status
• Current status (details on next slide)

• JCD number

• Adoption date of JCD

• Placement in the EEA Agreement

• Awaited notification under Article 103

• Date of entry into force in EEA

• Compliance date in the EEA

• In force in the EEA (yes/no)

• Links to the JCD (EN, DE, IS, NO)
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Current EEA status (1)
• EU legal act marked as EEA relevant by the EU and under 

consideration for incorporation into the EEA Agreement by 

Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway

• Draft EEA JCD under consideration by the EU (EEAS) 

and the EFTA States (Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway)

• EU legal act included in an EEA JCD; entry into force of 

the Decision is pending fulfilment of constitutional 

requirements by Iceland, Liechtenstein and/or Norway 

pursuant to Article 103 EEA [the country(ies) will be listed]

4.2. EEA-Lex



Current EEA status (2)

• EU legal act incorporated into the EEA 

Agreement by an EEA JCD

• EU legal act incorporated into the EEA 

Agreement, but no longer in force in the 

Agreement

• EU legal act considered by the EU and the EEA 

EFTA States not to be relevant for incorporation 

into the EEA Agreement
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Current EEA status (3)

• EU legal act marked as EEA relevant by the EU side 

not to be incorporated into the EEA Agreement

• There could be several reasons for this:

– The act falls outside the scope of the EEA Agreement

– The act has expired in the EU

– Incorporation may not be required due to the contents 

or nature of the act

– For some acts, discussions with the EU on their 

relevance are still ongoing
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Current EEA status (4)
• If no information is available:

– Please check that the spelling is correct (Celex 

number) 

– EFTA’s database does not contain all EU acts: 

• The act may be outside the scope of the EEA Agreement

• Some EU legal acts incorporated in the Agreement have not 

been added to the database

• These include acts that were part of the EEA Agreement at 

the time of signing in 1992 but were no longer in force in 

2010
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Limitations and developments
• The current EEA-Lex only produces data on the spot from 

EFTA’s legal database

• Searching is only possible by CELEX number, not by text

• Google cannot find the EEA-Lex information

• In a future system, each legal act will have its own webpage

• Data on the act’s webpage will be synchronised daily with 

EFTA’s legal database

• Searching by text will also be possible

• Google will “see” the pages and index them
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EEA-Lex contacts

For questions or comments regarding EEA-Lex, please contact one of the 

following people in the EFTA Secretariat, Brussels:

Mr Tore Gronningsaeter, Senior Information and Communication Officer

Secretary-General’s Office

tgr@efta.int

+32 2 286 1719

Ms Marianna Di Brita, Officer

EEA Coordination Division

mdb@efta.int

+32 2 286 1755

Ms Laurie Anne Agnese, Information Coordinator

Secretary-General’s Office

lag@efta.int

+32 2 286 1782

4.2. EEA-Lex
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