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Georg Jarzembowski         


                     Brussels, 15 March 2011           

The Coordinator of the European Commission                                     

for the Functional Airspace Blocks System 

Draft text (check against delivery)

FAB Coordinator’s Progress Report on the Functional Airspace Blocks 

to the Committee on Transport and Tourism of the European Parliament

Dear chairman, dear Parliamentarians, dear Ladies and Gentlemen –

today I like present to you my second Progress Report on the Functional Airspace Blocks (also as a hand-out), like to explain my observations and conclusions and to answer your questions.

A. The Progress of the establishment of the FABs varies from one FAB to the other yet is generally speaking too slow,

especially when considering the facts 

– that according to the SES II Legislation the Functional Airspace Blocks are to be implemented by 4 December 2012,

– that the Transport Minister Council of 4 May 2010 rightly called for the accelerated implementation of the FABs,

– that the establishment of the FABs require State Agreements between the Member States, Agreements between the National Supervisory Authorities and Agreements between the Air Navigation Service Providers and 

– that the ratifications of the State Agreements, where required, and the implementation of the Agreements especially those between the ANSPs require further work and quite some time to deliver the performance. 

Therefore the Transport Committee should remind the Council that the Council, representing the Member States, insisted on the “Bottom-up approach” – meaning that the Member States are primarily responsible to define and set up the Functional Airspace Blocks by mutual agreements between two or more Member States – and that the Member States are obliged to deliver in the set time frame.  

B. When assessing the progress of the FAB establishment according to my Focal FAB Progress Criteria only the hard facts and generally no plans and promises are noted in my report – otherwise the reality could be lost.

Please pay special attention in the report 

1. to the cooperation of the Air Navigation Service Providers or (optionally) an Integrated Air Navigation Service Provider as an enhanced cooperation between them or a merger of the ANSPs are the key for the improvement in efficiency of the air traffic management,

2. to the cooperation or (optionally) integration of the civil and military air traffic controls as the flexible use of airspace between the civil and military aviation – at best by joint air traffic controls – is also essential, 

3. to the cooperation with the Network Manager (just Eurocontrol is being mandated for this task) as the improvement of the air routing is another key element for more efficiency of the air traffic management as well as

4. to very important optional additional agreements e.g. on combing and/or sharing technical support such as air traffic controllers’ training and mobility, on equipment planning and deployment related to the SESAR program and on the incorporation of the airport dimension (as the Single European Sky concept is based on the “gate-to gate” concept).

C. The Individual Functional Airspace Blocks are based according to the Bottom-up- approach on the decisions of the Member States – not always totally comprehensible from a Top-down-approach. Here my very brief conclusions on the individual FABs – I will gladly answer your questions on the more detailed assessments in the hand-out.

1. The United Kingdom – Ireland FAB 

This FAB is the earliest FAB – already established before the S E S II Legislation was defined and adopted, and that by a Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Government of Ireland (a State Agreement), signed 12 June 2008 and in force since 14 July 2008. Closer cooperation, e.g. between the two ANSPs, to enable full exploitation of potential benefits was so far not considered. Yet a new important development is that according to a Memorandum of Understanding of 8 March 2011 the British, Irish, Danish and Swedish ANSPs will intensify their cooperation and will prepare a proposal for their Governments for a merger of the UK-Ireland FAB and the Danish-Swedish FAB.
2. The Danish – Swedish FAB

This FAB was the second FAB to start – established by a State Agreement between the Government of the Kingdom of Sweden and the Government of the  Kingdom of Denmark, signed 17 December 2009 and in force since 1 July 2010. The two ANSP have meanwhile founded a common holding company that has for the beginning already taken up some activities for the FAB. See here also the MoU of the British, Irish, Danish and Swedish ANSPs.
3. The North European FAB (NEFAB)

Participants of this FAB are Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Iceland, Latvia, Norway and Sweden. The planning for this FAB is based on a Statement of the for Transport responsible Ministers of 22 September 2010. The fate of this FAB has by the MoU of the British, Irish, Danish and Swedish ANSPs become somewhat unclear. 

4.The FAB Europe Central (FABEC)

This FAB is the third FAB with a State Agreement, signed on 2 December 2010, and  consists out of the Federal Republic of Germany, the Kingdom of Belgium, the French Republic, The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Swiss Confederation. An Agreement between the six National Supervisory Authorities was signed on 27 January 2011; a substantial Agreements between the seven Air Navigation Service Providers is about to be signed soon. 

5. The Baltic FAB

Participants of this FAB are Lithuania and Poland. The planning of this FAB is based of a Letter of Intent dated 29 July 2010 and on a Feasibility Study dated November 2010. The Signing of a State Agreement is foreseen for June 2011.

6. The FAB Central Europe (FAB CE)

Participants of this FAB are Austria, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovak Republic and Slovenia. The planning is based on a Draft FAB CE State Agreement of 22 June 2010 – the signing of the FAB CE State Agreement is planned for April 2011. This FAB should in the end cover all States of the Western Balkans (perhaps except Albania).

7. The Danube FAB

Participants of this FAB are Bulgaria and Romania. The planning is based on a Memorandum of Understanding at state level signed 26 February 2010.

8. The South West FAB 

Participants of this FAB are Portugal and Spain. The Planning is based on Agreement between the National Supervisory Authorities signed in February 2010 -  the signing of a draft State Agreement is foreseen for June 2011. This FAB should cover Morocco (also because  of the remote Portuguese and Spanish islands).

9. The FAB Blue MED

Participants of this FAB are Cyprus, Greece, Italy and Malta – with Albania, Egypt and Tunisia as associate partners as well as the Kingdom of Jordan and Lebanon as observers. The planning is based on a cooperation agreement between the principal ANSPs of Cyprus, Greece, Italy and Malta, signed 29 March 2010.

D. These explanations and comments indicate the implementation of the Functional Airspace Blocks varies very much in substance and time. Let us remember that the Member States are obliged to organize Functional Airspace Blocks that shall improve the safety, capacity, cost-efficiency and environmental impact of the air traffic management systems of the 27 EU-Member States and the participating Third Countries. The European Institutions – the European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission should carefully observe the development and should, if necessary, use its power and tools to motivate the Member States to fulfil their obligations for the Single European Sky.
Thank you very much for your attention – I am gladly looking forward to your questions and an excellent exchange of views. 

